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PLAGIARISM FREEWARE SOFTWARE REVIEW 

Report Introduction: turnitin vs. freeware 
A plagiarism checker is used to verify if a student’s work was uniquely created or copied from another 

source. The system uses an available database and compares verbiage and phrasing found in the paper 

and compares the information to preexisting documentation. Based on the system findings, the system 

determines if the document has been copied from another source. 

Turnitin has become the industry leader in plagiarism detection and monitoring. The system is a paid 

service (no freeware available) which allows access to its features based on the purchased package. The 

three features of the system are a plagiarism checker, an originality checker and a peer checker to 

determine if a student has copied the work of another student. With its many features, the system itself 

does not offer a direct LDAP connection, such as WVUP credentials used on campus. If the system is 

integrated with an LMS (learning management system), like eCampus, you can use the same login 

information a student can use their WVUP credentials to access Turnitin.com rather than requiring 

another set of login credentials.  

In the case of a stand-alone system, or pilot program, the software is not connected to any preexisting 

credentialing system, such as LDAP. Each semester, the instructor is responsible for account creation for 

each student enrolled in their class who may need to use the program. After the account has been 

created, the instructor must contact the student with their turnitin username and password. The 

instructor is also responsible for account maintenance.  

It is recommended that Turnitin.com be integrated with the active LMS system to simplify the login 

process and reduce the instructor maintenance responsibilities. As WVUP is in process of moving to a 

new LMS system (the current system is being de-supported by WVU by spring 2014), it is the advisable 

to use a turnitin alternative during this interim period. This report will focus on three freeware 

plagiarism checkers recommended and how they compare with the features available in turnitIn. 

Freeware Plagiarism Software Alternatives 
The  following list includes the recommended freeware plagiarism software alternatives and a 

feature/function comparative analysis:  

 Dustball 

 DupliChecker 

 Plagiarisma.net  

o Web version (Un-registered) 

o Web version (Registered) 

o Installed version 

 Academic Plagiarism 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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Freeware Plagiarism Software Comparison Chart 
 

 

 

University of Maryland Plagiarism Checker: Dustball 

System Overview: 

The University of Maryland has created the Dustball plagiarism system. The interface can be accessed 

via the internet at: http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker/. The free access to the system is 

set up for the user to copy the text in the student’s paper and paste the text in the provided textbox on 

the website. The user can also upload the student’s word document to the system. Once the text is in 

the textbox or the file has been uploaded, the user clicks on the “Check Paper” icon at the bottom of the 

page.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://www.dustball.com/cs/plagiarism.checker/
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System Interface: 

 
 

System Operation: 

Based on the finding, the system will outline areas for the instructor to review. The system highlights 

sentences or phrases it recommends for review as they have been found to be questionable. The 

instructor has the option to click on the link labeled “Possible Plagiarism” to view details. As shown in 

the image below, this link will take the instructor to a Google page where there is a list of the 

questionable content and where the plagiarism may have come from. 

 

System Restrictions: 

 The system does not offer any storage information related to the paper, so the instructor will 

need to log the possible issues as they progress.  

 The system does not compare the paper to papers submitted by other students. 

 Uploaded document must be .doc format. 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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DupliChecker Plagiarism Detection 

System Overview: 

DupliChecker is an internet-based plagiarism system. The interface can be accessed via the internet at: 

http://www.duplichecker.com/ . The free access to the system is set up for the user to copy the text in 

the student’s paper (up to 2,000 words) and paste the text in the provided textbox on the website. The 

user can also upload the student’s word document to the system. Once the text is in the textbox or the 

file has been uploaded, the user clicks on the “Search” icon at the bottom of the page.  

Based on the finding, the system will outline areas for the instructor to review. The system highlights 

sentences or phrases it recommends be review as they have been found to be questionable. Under the 

uploaded information is a list of areas from which text may be been copied.  The text from the student’s 

paper that matches text from another source is bolded.  

The instructor has the option to click on the link labeled “Compare Text” to view details. As shown in the 
image below, this link will take the instructor to a Google page where there is a list of questionable 
content and where the plagiarism may have come from. 

 

 

System Interface: 

 

 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://www.duplichecker.com/
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System Restrictions: 

 The system does not offer any storage information related to the paper, so the instructor will 
need to log the possible issues as they progress.  

 The system does not compare the paper to papers submitted by other students. 

 If the instructor wishes to copy and paste the document into the system, there is a 2,000 word 
maximum. 

 Uploaded document must be .doc format. 
 

Plagiarisma.net Plagiarism Detection 
Plagiarisma.net is a plagiarism system which offers an unregistered web, register web and an installed 

version of their product free of charge. 

Web-Version (Unregistered) 

System Overview: 

The interface can be access via the internet at: http://plagiarisma.net/ . The free access to the system is 

set up for the user to copy the text in the student’s paper and paste the text in the provided textbox on 

the website. The user can also upload the student’s word document to the system. Once the text is in 

the textbox or the file has been uploaded, the user clicks on the “Check Duplicate Content” icon at the 

bottom of the page.  

If there is any suspicious content located after the checking has finished, there will be a listing of the 

issues. The table includes both the suspicious content and where it may have originated from. The 

instructor has the option to click on the hyperlink to see more information. 
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http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://plagiarisma.net/
http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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System Interface: 

 

 

Web-Version (Registered) 

 Registration for this product offers a larger range of options. It is also free and takes about five 

minutes to complete. 

 
 

 By registering, the user is able to upload of .txt, .htm, .rft, doc, .docx, odt and .PDF format 

documents. 

System Overview: 

As with the unregistered version of Plagiarismsa.net, the user copies the text in the student’s paper and 

pastes the text in the provided textbox on the website. The user can also upload the student’s word 

document to the system. Once the text is in the textbox or the file has been uploaded, the user clicks on 

the “Check Duplicate Content” icon at the bottom of the page.  

If there is any suspicious content located after the checking has finished, there will be a listing of the 

issues. The table includes both the suspicious content and where it may have originated from. The 

instructor has the option to click on the hyperlink to see more information. 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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 If the user chooses to upload a file, when they click on UPLOAD, it will also start the Check 

Duplication Process. 

If the instructor has any concerns that a student may have copied from another student, the instructor 

can use Similarity Checker. This feature, only available for registered users, allows an instructor to copy 

and paste text and then compare the information against another document. Text and phrases found in 

both documents will show up in bold under the textboxes. If the match percentage is around 70%, there 

is a large problem. 
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http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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Installed-Version 

System Overview: 

After the program has been installed and configured. The user can copy and paste text from a file to 

determine if the document has been plagiarized. The process itself will depend on the amount of text in 

the document. A one page document took about two minutes to process.  

 

One of the added benefits with this program is it not only shows where the plagiarism may have come 

from; it also shows what parts of the document are unique. This unique section is highlighted in yellow 

inside the pasted text. There is also output as to how many words and characters made up the 

document. Another added feature is the paper originality percentage. Based on the amount of copied 

and unique sentences or phrases, the system provides a rough estimate on the originality of the specific 

document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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System Setup: 

 

 The software can be downloaded free from the website. 

 Once installed, an icon will be on the desktop. 

 
 

 On the first use, the user will have to go to Help > Authorize to use the product. The user will 

then log in with the credentials created for Plagiarisma.net. 

                        
 

 Once authorization has finished, the user will receive a message. 

 

System Interface: 

 

 
 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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Web (Unregistered) System Restrictions: 

 The system does not offer any storage information related to the paper, so the instructor will 
need to log the possible issues as they progress.  

 

 The system does not compare the paper to papers submitted by other students. 
 

 Can only upload .doc files for duplication checking. 
 

Web (Registered) System Restrictions: 

 

 The system does not offer any storage information related to the paper, so the instructor will 
need to log the possible issues as they progress. 
 

Installed Version System Restrictions: 

 The system does not offer any storage information related to the paper, so the instructor will 

need to log the possible issues as they progress.  

 The system does not compare the paper to papers submitted by other students. 

 The users can only copy and paste text into the program. 

 

Academic Plagiarism 

System Overview: 

AcademicPlagiarism is an online plagiarism system. In order to use the system, a user must create a login 

account. The service is free and the registration process takes about 10 minutes, the majority of this 

time was waiting on the confirmation email to arrive in the email inbox. 

 

The system allows the user to either copy and paste text into a textbox or the option to upload the 

student’s work. The user has the option to upload .doc, .docx, .rtf, .pdf or a .txt file. It is important to 

make sure to include the name or initials of the student who created the document to make it easier to  

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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find the report later. Once the text has been loaded, the instructor must click “SUBMIT”. This process 

will take about 2 to 4 minutes to run, depending on the size of the document. 

 

Once the process has finished, a report is created. The system allows the instructor to save the report on 

their system for future use. This is the only free system which allows the user to save reports for 

students. The report details outline what percentage of the document is perceived as plagiarism. To 

view more details, the instructor can click “Open Report”. 

 
 

 The text in the report is color coded to detail what text, if any, is considered to be plagiarism. It 

does not, however, show the instructor the source of where the text may have come from. 

 

System Interface: 

 

 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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 The text in the report is color coded to detail what text, if any, is considered to be plagiarism. It 

does not, however, show the instructor the possible source of the text. 

 

System Restrictions: 

As this system offers both a free and a paid subscription, the free version comes with many restrictions. 
 

 The user can only upload or submit 3 documents per day. 

 The user cannot get details on plagiarism sources. 

 The user can only copy and paste up to 700 words in one document. 

 The system does not offer the ability to compare student work with their peers to check for 

plagiarism. 

 

 

SYSTEMS NOT RECOMMENDED 

1. PaperRater: 

While the system offers a wide range of features and additions, like grammar and spellcheck, it 

is a flawed system. Half of the time it would mark a document as safe and sometimes it would 

mark the document as plagiarism. The document used in both tests was the same document. 

 

2. Teaching Assistant: 

The plagiarism service is very weak and is not accurate. The program itself is a download that is 

littered with adware that can harm your computer. 

 

3. DocCop: 

The plagiarism check is of reasonable quality, the interface itself is cumbersome. After the user 

creates an account, the user needs to remember a 10 character pass ID to use the system Peer 

Compare. If the user wants to use the plagiarism checker, it is $2.50 per 1,000 words. 

 

 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx
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4. PlagiarismChecker.com: 

The results of the plagiarism check were very limited and some of the results were not in 

English. The system itself only allows you to copy and paste information. In most cases, displays 

error messages about formatting and it notes that it is not going to check the line in question. Of 

a 40 line test document, the system noted it ignored 15 lines. 

Conclusion 
Over 10 plagiarism software products were evaluated and five freeware options were identified as 

viable for faculty to use. The features and restrictions were provided in order for individual instructors 

to select the preferred product depending on the priorities they are most concerned about. IT 

recommends that this report be posted to the Technology Resources page (on the WVUP website) for 

instructors to review and use one or more of the options as they evaluate potential plagiarism executed 

by their students. After WVUP has selected the LMS that will be used after WVU de-supports eCampus 

in Spring 2014, the college can review and acquire a paid plagiarism system that is integrated with the 

LMS. The integration will enable instructors to easily evaluate written work without separate logins and 

document loading steps. 

http://it.wvup.edu/PlagiarismChecker.aspx

